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McAllen Junior League, and the St. John’s
Day School.

Rita has a particular concern for improving
the lives of young people and has been in-
volved with anti-drug campaigns and with im-
proving educational opportunities for local chil-
dren. She has also been an advocate for sen-
iors and can often be found at local nursing
homes visiting residents.

Rita Roney has truly exemplified the highest
level of community service and is an out-
standing role model for young people. | join
the Girl Scouts in congratulating her on being
the recipient of this year's award.

——

HONORING THE LIFE OF JOHNNIE
COCHRAN, JR., ESQUIRE

HON. ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, “You are
empowered to do justice. You are empowered
to ensure that this great system of ours works.
Listen for a moment, will you, please.”—
Johnnie Cochran, Closing Statement, O.J.
Simpson Trial.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay tribute to
Johnnie Cochran, Jr, who died of a brain
tumor on March 29, 2005. The New York
Times called him “fierce,” “flamboyant,” and
“electrifying.” Johnnie certainly was fierce,
flamboyant and electrifying. He was also
nuanced, principled, and persuasive—a giant
in the legal profession.

Mr. Speaker, throughout his life, Johnnie
Cochran believed wholeheartedly in the power
and promise of the American judicial system.
He was born in a charity hospital in Shreve-
port, Louisiana. His great grandparents had
been slaves, his grandparents were share-
croppers, and his father was a pipefitter.
When he was still a child, the Cochran family
moved to California in search of opportunity
and a better life. It was from California that the
11-year-old Johnnie watched Thurgood Mar-
shall prosecute Brown vs. the Board of Edu-
cation. Inspired by the trial, Johnnie, at only
11 years old, decided he wanted to be a law-
yer. As he said in an NPR interview toward
the end of his life, “After Brown vs. Board
came along, | knew | wanted to use the law
to change society for the better.”

Mr. Speaker, throughout his life, Johnnie
Cochran was on the frontlines where race,
politics and the law intersected. There are
some detractors who mistakenly believed
Johnnie fostered race divisions, but, in truth,
he spent his life as an integrator. He was one
of two dozen black students to desegregate
Los Angeles High School in the 1950s. As a
young lawyer, he served as an inspiration to
many African Americans who watched him, a
lone black face amidst a sea of white lawyers,
as he crusaded against corruption and racism
in law enforcement. When the riots broke out
after a verdict was reached in the Rodney
King trial, Cochran represented Reginald
Denny, a white truck driver who had been at-
tacked by a mob, arguing that his civil rights
had been violated.

But, Mr. Speaker, Johnnie made a career
out of defending African Americans—from the
0.J.s to what he called the “No Js,” cases in
which the “chances for getting paid are actu-
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ally pretty slim.” High profile trials made
Johnnie Cochran a celebrity, but it was the
victories for justice that made him proud. In
1978, Johnnie Cochran traded in his $300,000
salary for a $49,000 job as an Assistant Dis-
trict Attorney in Los Angeles County because
he wanted to effect change from inside the
system. His most cherished triumph was the
vindication of Elmer “Geronimo” Pratt, a
former Black Panther who served 25 years in
prison for murder before being exonerated. In
1997, when the judge read the verdict that set
Pratt free, Johnnie said, “It doesn't get any
better than this.”

Mr. Speaker, Johnnie Cochran was a court-
room wizard with a practical sensibility and a
lyrical lilt. He was a champion of racial justice,
with just a touch of the razzle dazzle. We will
miss him.

If I may, | would like to close the way |
began. Let Johnnie Cochran’s words serve as
a reminder to us today and everyday. “You
are empowered to do justice. You are empow-
ered to ensure that this great system of ours
works. Listen for a moment, will you, please.”

————

A TRIBUTE TO BROOKLYN
COLLEGE

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the seventy-fifth anniversary of “Brook-
lyn College of the City University of New York,
who | am proud to represent in the House of
Representatives. Concurrently, the Council of
the City of New York is scheduled to adopt a
resolution congratulating Brooklyn College and
its President, Dr. Christoph M. Kimmich, on
their anniversary and outstanding efforts on
behalf of the Brooklyn community.

Mr. Speaker, Brooklyn College was founded
on May 15, 1930, upon the merger of the
Brooklyn branches of Hunter College and City
College as the first coeducational public col-
lege in New York City. At its inception it was
a modest institution that has developed tre-
mendously and flourished marvelously.

Brooklyn College provides superb education
in the arts and sciences and has served the
community by graduating, over the past sev-
enty-five years, more than 140,000 ethnically
and culturally diverse students, reflecting New
York City’s rich sociological fabric. Brooklyn
College has been recognized nationally for its
outstanding faculty, rigorous academic stand-
ards, innovative curriculum, and beautiful cam-
pus, and was recently ranked third among
America’s Best Value Colleges by the Prince-
ton Review.

Mr. Speaker, Brooklyn College will be hold-
ing many special events throughout the year
in celebration of this anniversary, including a
birthday party on May 10, 2005, on the Col-
lege Quadrangle.

Mr. Speaker, | believe it is incumbent upon
this body to recognize the activities celebrating
the seventy-fifth anniversary of Brooklyn Col-
lege and its ongoing dedication to providing
excellence in education. | encourage my col-
leagues to join the residents of Brooklyn in
honoring Brooklyn College and its many alum-
ni, students, faculty, and staff upon this very
momentous occasion.

April 27, 2005
HONORING ARABELLA MARTINEZ

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK

OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay
tribute to Arabella Martinez, a remarkable indi-
vidual who is retiring after many years of ex-
emplary service and dedicated community in-
volvement in Oakland, California. On May 11,
2005, the community will celebrate Ms. Mar-
tinez “The legacy of a Living Legend” at a din-
ner in her honor.

Arabella Martinez has extensive experience
in a wide range of activities affecting the role
of minorities and women in the economy and
larger society. Her experience in social work,
community action programs, and community
development led to her conviction that eco-
nomic development, evolving from strong,
community-directed institutions, was the most
effective path toward economic self-sufficiency
and empowerment. President Jimmy Carter
recognized Ms. Martinez’s talent and experi-
ence and appointed her Secretary for Human
Development Services in the Department of
Health Education and Welfare. She became
the first Hispanic woman to hold this position.

Ms. Martinez was one of the founders and
the first Executive Director of the Spanish
Speaking Unity Council. After a fifteen-year
absence, she returned to the Unity Council in
December 1989, to rescue it from near bank-
ruptcy. The Spanish Speaking Unity Council is
now one of the largest and most successful
community development corporations in the
nation. Besides founding the Unity Council,
Ms. Martinez helped build the Women’s Initia-
tive for Self Employment as a Board member
and consultant. She raised over $800,000 for
the Oakland YWCA's capital campaign to save
its historically significant Julia Morgan building.

Over the past ten years, Ms. Martinez has
successfully worked to revitalize the Fruitvale
district, an inner-city neighborhood in Oakland,
California. The revitalization includes major
real estate development projects, community
building activities, and a range of community
and family asset development programs. Ms.
Martinez’'s major responsibility has been the
successful development of a $100 million
mixed use, transit-oriented development
around the Fruitvale BART station. The Transit
Village includes 245,000 square feet of com-
munity facilities, child development and senior
centers, a community clinic, a library, tech-
nology center, retail space housing and po-
dium parking in two multi-level complexes, bi-
sected by a pedestrian plaza.

The Fruitvale Transit Village has trans-
formed the community and its residents. It pro-
vides social services as well as community
empowerment for individuals and businesses
to thrive.

Arabella Martinez is truly a living legend
who continues to work tirelessly for the benefit
of others. | join the community in expressing
heartfelt appreciation for her noteworthy con-
tributions. She leaves a legacy of talent and
commitment that is hard to match.
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